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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 


January 24th, 2002. The time is 1400 hours. 


This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 


the New York City Fire Department. I am 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual. 


Please state your name. 


FIREFIGHTER FERRETTI: Douglas 


Ferretti. 


CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Douglas Ferretti is a 


fireman in Ladder 47 of the New York City 


Fire Department. We are at the quarters of 


Ladder 47. This interview is regarding the 

events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Would you please give what happened 
that day in your own words? 

A. We got the run. We heard about the 


Trade Center on the TV. We got the run down to 


q 


the Trade Center. We got relocated to Truck 6 


from Chinatown. By the time we got to Ladder 6's 


quarters, the first tower had already come down. 


Then we got the call to a building close to the 


towers to check for smoke in the building. 


When we checked out the building, it 
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was due to the smoke from the towers. So on our 


way out, I was putting my stuff on the rig, and 


then the second tower came down. It was all 
hands for themselves. Everybody ran. I ran 
about two blocks. I saw a revolving door, and I 


went into the revolving doors, where there wer 


about 15 to 20 civilians in there trying to get 


cover. 


We waited it out from there on in. Tt 


was just trying to help people get out of the 
area. 


QO. Did it turn black as night? 


A. Yes. It was black about 10, 15 
minutes, something like that. 
Q. All you did is help some civilians out? 


A. Yeah. That was about all we could do, 


really. We really couldn't get too close to it 


because we were directly down wind. We couldn't 
see anything. You didn't know what you were 
getting into. 

Q. Anything else you can think of that 
might help us? 

A. That's about it. That's about all that 


happened. That's it. 
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Q. Where did you guys go afterwards? 

A. They had a staging area by the church 
there. 

QO. St. Paul's? 

A. That's the Church right here at the 
Trade Center? They had a staging area there. W 


hung out there for probably two hours. Nothing 
really happened, so we went on the other side of 
the wind. We went on the leeward side. 

QO. What you understand was the dust 


particles? Were you doing a lot of coughing? 


A. I had one of those dust masks. 
Q. It worked pretty good? 
A. Yeah. I had a good one. I had one 


with a valve in it. 
Q. Where did you get that? 


A. On the rig. My senior man, he had two 


of them and he gave me on 


Q. Wow. 
A. I didn't take mine off. I tell you, 
when you took it off, it was abrasive. You could 


feel you were breathing something bad. 
Q. Were civilians coughing? 


A. Yeah. 
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QO. So it was irritating? 

A. Oh, yeah. Your eyes are bleeding, 
you're coughing. I was -- 

QO. You think the wind would blow that. 

A. I guess I was exposed to it for maybe 
20 minutes before I put the mask on. You could 


feel right away that it could be detrimental to 


your health. 


QO. If that's it, that's the end of this 
interview. Thanks a lot for your cooperation? 
A. You're welcome. 


CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The time is 1410 


